RULE CHANGES FOR 2004

DEFINITION OF TERMS

PURPOSE

Proposed change to Rule 3.

Current Rule 3. In these Rules “Gundogs and Retrievers” shall be taken as referring to all Pure Bred Gundog varieties as accepted by the Member Body. The word “dog” shall include both sexes.

Registered (Main and Limited) desexed Gundogs shall be permitted to compete in Retrieving Trials in all States and/or Territories of Australia.

To Become:

Rule 3. In these Rules “Gundogs and Retrievers” shall be taken as referring to all Pure Bred Gundog varieties as accepted by the Member Body. The word “dog” shall include both sexes.

Registered (Main and Limited and Associate) desexed Gundogs shall be permitted to compete in Retrieving Trials in all States and/or Territories of Australia.

A dog on the Associate Register will be allowed to compete in Retrieving Trials in all States and/or Territories of Australia if it is assessed as a Pure Bred Gundog by a three-person panel appointed by the Member Body.

Rationale

There have been occasions where a person has become interested in Retrieving but then finds s/he is not allowed to compete because the dog (bought as a hunting companion or as a pet) does not have papers for one reason or another. That person is then lost to Retrieving.

On the other hand, if that person could satisfy the Member Body that the dog is in fact a Pure Bred Gundog then the proposed change would allow them to compete and hopefully continue to compete with subsequent registered dogs.

With the present diminishing numbers of competitors some struggling states could be able to survive by a relaxation in the eligibility rules.

Obedience and Herding are examples of two disciplines that have allowed un-registered dogs to compete without harming the breeds. People who compete with dogs without papers tend to subsequently purchase dogs with ANKC registration.

ALL DOGS TO ATTEMPT ALL RUNS UNDER TRIAL CONDITIONS

DEFINITION OF TERMS

General

Proposed Change to Rule 7(o)

Current Rule 7(o) No Score - Where a dog has been marked “No Score”, the dog may continue in the stake at the discretion of the Judge, but cannot be placed. In subsequent runs they must be run after competing dogs.

To Become:

Rule 7(o) No Score - Where a dog has been marked “No Score”, the dog may continue in the stake at the discretion of the Judge, but cannot be placed. Subsequent runs will be judged and scored in the usual manner. The Trial Manager or Judge shall provide reasonable justification for refusing to run ‘No Score’ dogs.

Rationale:
In obedience competition the dog which zero (0) scores an exercise is entitled to complete the test, even though it cannot pass or gain a place.  In Retriever trials, dogs that are unfortunate enough to fail the first run are out of the trial have no more sport available to them for the rest of the day. 

Given the high cost involved in running a dog in retrieving we should be seen to be providing value for money. Handlers are seeking a meaningful run under trial conditions, continuing in the trial will provide valuable trial experience for both dog and handler, an experience which differs from a training session

Given the difficulty finding sufficient stewards to conduct a trial this would encourage competitors to stay

Proposed change to Rule 15.

Current Rule 15. A Two-Bird Retrieve. First game is cast from concealed cover and one shot fired, dog is sent to retrieve game. While dog is returning to handler with game, the second game is cast and a shot fired, so that the dog may mark or hear the fall of the game. The second game should be at least twenty meters from the first game and not less than forty meters from the firing point.

To Become:

Rule 15. A Two-Bird Retrieve. Dog is sent to retrieve game. While dog is returning to handler with game, the second game is cast and a shot fired, so that the dog may mark or hear the fall of the game. The second game should be at least twenty meters from the first game and not less than forty meters from the firing point.

Rationale:

The change is not to alter present practice, but to bring it into line with the proposed change for rule 16 (see below). Also, there is a possible avenue for argument as the rule stands at present. At the moment single marks occur when the dog is returning from any retrieve be it a Mark, Blind, Double Rise, whatever. Nobody appears to disagree, but it could be argued that Rule 15 stipulates that a mark can only be put up when a dog is returning from another mark. By deleting the first eleven words, a judge is empowered to put up a mark whenever the dog is returning from a retrieve and call it a Two-Bird Retrieve.

Proposed change to Rule 16.

Current Rule 16. Double Fall Retrieve. First game is cast as a mark from concealed cover and one shot fired, dog is sent to retrieve game. While the dog is on the way out to retrieve, the second game is cast and a shot fired so the dog may mark or hear the fall of the game. The first game cast must be retrieved before the second. The second game must be cast to land not less than twenty meters from the line of the first and not less than forty meters from the firing point. This retrieve is restricted to “All Age” and “Championship” Stakes.

To Become:

Rule 16. Double Fall Retrieve. Dog is sent to retrieve game. While the dog is on the way out to retrieve, the second game is cast and a shot fired so the dog may mark or hear the fall of the game. The first game cast must be retrieved before the second. The second game must be cast to land not less than twenty meters from the line of the first and not less than forty meters from the firing point. This retrieve is restricted to “All Age” and “Championship” Stakes.

Rationale:

The Double Fall was reworded at the last rule change in an attempt to force judges to put up single marks only when the dog was on its way out to another mark. However, the change was poorly worded and was often ignored. Some Judges argued that Rule 22 allowed them to put up a single mark whenever they wished. They also argued that if they were allowed to put up a Two-Bird off a blind, then why not a Double-Rise as both were worded similarly.

In practice there were a number of good runs in All-Age and Championships that incorporated a Single Mark while the dog was on its way out to a Blind. The proposed change will allow the judge to do so without fear of protest.

If a dog is going to chase another bird, then, in practice, it does not seem to make much difference whether the dog is on its way out for a Mark or a Blind. Therefore to restrict the Double-Fall to only first bird being a Mark is reducing the scope of a competent judge unfairly.

Proposed Change to Rule 36

Current Rule 36 - Restricted Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) Restricted Stakes or an All Age Stake or been placed first or second in a Championship Stake.

To Become:

Rule 36 - Restricted Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) Restricted Stakes or an All Age Stake or been placed first or second in a Championship. A blind find must be included.

Rationale:

There are sometimes as many as three (3) blind finds included in an All Age Stake so a blind find in a Restricted Stake would be a good lead up for all dogs moving into All Age.

The change makes a blind find for Restricted Stakes mandatory. General practice is to include blind finds in Restricted, but as the rule stands it is possible for a dog to win its way into All-Age without retrieving a single blind.

The blind find may include the dog being tested for steadiness from behind a hide but not necessarily. The distance and standard of the blind find should be commensurate with the ability of Restricted dogs.

ESTABLISHMENT OF RESTRICTED ‘A’fter AND ‘B’efore STAKES

Rules 36, 37 and  38
Current Rule 36 – Restricted Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) restricted Stakes or an All Age Stake or been placed first or second in a Championship Stake
To Become-:

Rule 36 (a) – Restricted Stake ‘B’ is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) restricted Stakes or an All Age Stake or been placed first or second in a Championship Stake.  N.B. Rule 51 applies
AND AN ADDITIONAL RULE INSERTED

Rule 36 (B) – Restricted Stake ‘A’ is a stake confined to Gundogs that have attained the title of R.R.D. or better. It is to be conducted where practicable in conjunction with Restricted ‘B’ under identical trial conditions as those set down for Restricted ‘B’ but is a separate competition that carries no additional formal recognition.

Rule 37 – No changes

Rule 38 – No changes

Rationale:
Historically there have been a number of handlers and dogs who have had neither the time or the inclination or the ability to aspire to compete in All Age Stakes. These people have dropped out, never to be seen again; once their dog has won it’s way out of Restricted. There are currently a number of handlers who would be quite happy to compete in Restricted and do not wish to run in All Age Stakes

We have all seen, some having personally experienced the situation, when an inexperienced dog wins it’s way out of Restricted due to the lack of numbers after just three trials, and then, having been forced up into All Age, doesn’t pick up another bird all season. The following season the handler/dog combination may collect a few birds here and there but by then confidence has evaporated and the sport is no longer enjoyable. Hardly the way to encourage people to stay in the sport

Running non-competing is not all that enticing to some, they enjoy the element of competition against their peers. So the Restricted ‘A’ needs to be an official competition, conducted in conjunction with Restricted ‘B’, and not just some ‘Mickey-Mouse’ affair put on by the club conducting the trials as some sort of fund-raiser. Trophies could be confined to cash & sash to the winner, but club’s could make their own decisions about that matter
If Restricted ‘A’ is established some handlers will eventually gain sufficient confidence to run in All Age Stakes, but until then they are denied any form of the sport, not up to All Age standard, but having attained R.R.D. and therefore ‘out’ 

As a comparison to Obedience, Open ‘A’ and Open ‘B’ are well supported by triallers, many of whom have obtained U.D. titles, but still want to enjoy the sport at a lower level, why should we not offer the same incentive to our participants?

REMOVE OR RE-WORD RULE 90

Rule 90 conflicts with rule 23b

Current Rule 23 (b) – If any dog at any time picks up an article of game other than the nominated one it should be eliminated from further competition

Current Rule 90 – Dogs retrieving any feather or fur, other than the object designated to be retrieved, and deemed by the Judge to have been picked up in the area of the run, will be run again without penalty

To Become-

Rule 90 - Dogs retrieving any feather or fur, deemed by the Judge to have been picked up in the area of the run, but excluding any deliberately placed additional item of game that is not to be retrieved [refer Rule 23 (a)] will be run again without penalty

Rationale:

Rule 90 is in direct conflict with Rule 23 (b). Rule 90 was added at the 1999 Rule Change meeting in an attempt to overcome a difficulty, which occurred at the South Australian National Retriever Championship. The wording of this Rule requires amendment in order to become effective.

QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE (Q.C.) AWARD

Rules 94, 95, and 100

Rule 94 – No changes

Rule 95 – No changes

Current Rule 100 – A Qualifying Certificate is not a prize or a title but may be awarded at the discretion of the Judge in any stake consisting of at least three (3) retrieves to dogs that have completed the stake to the Judge’s satisfaction, having shown that they are under reasonable control and not ‘hard-mouthed’

To become-: 

Rule 100 - A Qualifying Certificate is an official title and may be awarded at the discretion of the Judge in any stake consisting of at least three (3) retrieves to dogs that have completed the stake to the Judge’s satisfaction, having shown that they are under reasonable control and not ‘hard-mouthed’. Three (3) satisfactorily completed trials under two (2) Judges are required. The letters ‘Q.C.’ may be added after the registered name of the dog

Rationale:
In simple terms a QC is an award given to a dog if it completes a Novice Trial to the satisfaction of the Judge. Many Gundog owners are breeding Gundogs but for many and various reasons are not necessarily working them in Retrieving Trials or Field Trials Whilst this is regrettable, and we should encourage all Gundogs to perform the tasks for which they are bred, it would appear unlikely that there will be an immediate upsurge of interest in the sport. However, many breeders, and prospective puppy buyers, still want to know, when choosing a stud dog, or selecting a puppy, that the working ability is there. The addition of QC on the official pedigree would be an indication of some measure of success in the field

A QC is awarded to a Gundog and is unique to that group of breeds. It cannot be achieved by a breed other than a Gundog

Future generations of breeders would undoubtedly wish to know which individuals had retained some of the working abilities, currently this is not possible.

GRAND CHAMPION

Add to Rule 107 or insert new Rule (and therefore re-number Rule book)

107 (b)-: The title of Rt. Grand Champion may be awarded to any dog that achieves 120 Championship points, twelve (12) of which must be awarded in Championship/National competition, either one Championship/National win or two (2) second Championship/National placing’s.

Rationale:

This brings us in to line with the creation of Grand Championship in conformation and will be a just and fitting reward for outstanding achievement in the field. The requirement to win a Championship outright or place second in two (2) Championship/National stakes requires significant merit and ensures that the title of Grand Champion will not be obtained simply because the member state has fewer dogs in competition

