TASMANIAN CANINE ASSOCIATION INC SUBMISSION FOR THE

REVIEW OF RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF RETRIEVING TRIALS.

That a new stake be commenced to meet the gap that is occurring between Novice and Restricted, and that stake be an intermediate stake.  This would consist of 5 retrieves over three runs.  All retrieves to be marks.  One single retrieve up to maximum distance and the other two to be concept retrieves of a maximum distance of 100 meters.

Where a double mark is used the handler is to nominate the order of retrieve.  No relocations shall be used.

The angle between birds on a concept retrieve will be no less than 60 degrees except for a double rise when the second article of game must be as per the existing rule.

Any dog is eligible to compete unless it has won a restricted or placed in an All Age or has won three intermediate stakes.

Any dog winning an intermediate stake would be eligible to enter All Age.

Judges holding a restricted license or greater would be eligible to judge such stake.

RATIONALE:

Over a period of time the distance between 

Restricted and Novice has increased, and many handlers are having some difficulty when leaving novice and on occasions even leave the sport.

The main problem appears to be that Restricted has increased in its degree of difficulty and although an easy fix may be to re-educate judges; once a level has been set it is extremely difficult to change.

This stake would give the novice handler a more incremental pathway to the higher levels but it is not compulsory.

This stake would not be a mandatory stake to be conducted, but one that could be used when it is apparent that a large number of dogs entering restricted may not be up to that level, and as such, give those handlers an opportunity to compete with a degree of satisfaction.

From checking a number of States catalogues it is evident that Restricted is the area where the number is small but both Novice and All Age are still holding good numbers.

