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VCA SUBMISSION FOR REVIEW OF THE RULES FOR RETRIEVING TRIALS

Current Rule Number 25 and 27
Rule Detail

25 Accurate marking or memory of falls is of paramount importance. However, this does not imply that dogs that excel in marking should not be penalized for other faults. Ability to mark does not necessarily imply pinpointing the fall. A dog that misses the fall on the cast but recognises the depth of the area of the fall, stays in it, and quickly and systematically hunts it out has done a creditable and intelligent job of marking.

27 A dog that marks the fall of a bird, uses the wind, and will take direction from his handler is of great value.

Proposed Amendment

Change the location in the rule book to the section on purpose so that rule 25 becomes rule 6 and rule 27 becomes rule 7. Subsequent rules are renumbered accordingly.

6 Accurate marking or memory of falls is of paramount importance. However, this does not imply that dogs that excel in marking should not be penalized for other faults. Ability to mark does not necessarily imply pinpointing the fall. A dog that misses the fall on the cast but recognises the depth of the area of the fall, stays in it, and quickly and systematically hunts it out has done a creditable and intelligent job of marking.

7 A dog that marks the fall of a bird, uses the wind, and will take direction from his handler is of great value.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Both rules relate to the purpose of retrieving trials and retrievers.

Current Rule Number New rule 21 (subsequent rules to be renumbered)

Rule Detail

None

Proposed Amendment

A triple retrieve is restricted to All Age and Championship Stakes.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Restricted Stakes are supposed to be an introduction to multiple leg retrieves. Introduction of the complexity of triple leg retrieves in combinations of sighted retrieves and blinds is not warranted.

Current Rule Number 24
Rule Detail

On Marked Retrieves the dog should be able to see a bird in the air and as it falls. A dog on a Marked Retrieve should not need direction from the handler.

Proposed Amendment

Reword to say:

On Marked Retrieves the dog should be able to see a bird in the air and as it falls and where possible the cast bird should break open skyline when viewed by the dog. A dog on a Marked Retrieve should not need direction from the handler.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

On Marked Retrieves where the dog has limited visibility of the cast game and where the game does not pass through open skyline it becomes a case of luck as to whether the dog sees the game in many instances. Every effort should be made to remove the element of luck from trials as far as possible so that dogs are tested on the relative merits. 

Current Rule Number New rule (Rule 31)

Rule Detail

None

Proposed Amendment

Retrieves involving relocation of the firing point should not involve a relocation of more than twenty (20) metres. The relocated firing point should be towards relocated retrieve leg and it is desirable that the area of fall of the relocated leg be able to be observed from the new firing point. Relocation retrieves are best suited to walk up retrieves or to enable a better sighted retrieve to be provided to the dog.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Relocation retrieves are very much part of everyday shooting in the field. In most instances they are done in a walk up situation in the field, though at times they are done from a stationary position.

Relocation retrieves allow the good marking dog with a good memory the opportunity to further show their natural ability at this important component of dog work.

Relocation retrieves allow the Judge to more fully explore natural terrain and to test this component of dog work rather than putting on longer multiple leg retrieves.

Current Rule Number 36
Rule Detail

Restricted Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) restricted Stakes or an All Age or been placed first or second in a Championship.

Proposed Amendment

Restricted Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have not won three (3) restricted Stakes or an All Age or been placed first or second in a Championship. A blind find retrieve must be included in a Restricted Stake.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

A Restricted Stake is the stepping stone between Novice stakes and All Age Stakes. Blind finds are common in All Age and is essential that dogs get a grounding of the requirements for later trialing requirements in a Restricted stake. 

Current Rule Number 37
Rule Detail

All Age Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have won a Novice or have been placed first, second or third in a Restricted Stake. A blind find must be included.

Proposed Amendment

All Age Stake is a stake confined to Gundogs that have won a Novice or have been placed first, second or third in a Restricted Stake. A blind find must be included, with the dog tested for steadiness in a hide at least once.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Steadiness in the hide now occurs in almost all All Age Stakes and to promote a common standard it is desirable for dogs to be tested from behind a hide in all All Age Stakes.

Current Rule Number  41
Rule Detail

Brace Stake is a stake for two (2) dogs of different breeds or two (2) dogs of the same breed, provided they are registered Gundogs and the bona fide property of the one (1) owner.

Proposed Amendment

Delete Rule altogether

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Brace Stakes have not been conducted at retrieving Trials for a number of years and their retention in the rule book is not required. In addition there are insufficient competitors with enough dogs to conduct a Brace Stake.

Current Rule Number 42
Rule Detail

Team Stake is a stake for three (3) dogs of the same or different breeds provided they are bona fide property of the one (1) owner.
Proposed Amendment

Delete Rule altogether

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Team Stakes have not been conducted at retrieving Trials for a number of years and their retention in the rule book is not required. In addition there are insufficient competitors with enough dogs to conduct a Team Stake.

Current Rule Number 5
Rule Detail

The function of a retriever is to seek and retrieve fallen game, when ordered to do so. He should sit quietly with the handler, or in the hide, walk at heel, or assume any station designated by his handler until sent to retrieve. When ordered a dog should retrieve quickly and briskly without unduly disturbing too much ground and should deliver, tenderly to hand. He should then await further orders. 

Proposed Amendment

5.1
 The function of a retriever is:

· To seek and retrieve fallen game when ordered to do so;

· Sit quietly with the handler or in the hide when required;

· Walk at heel when ordered;

· Or be placed in another location when ordered.

5.2 When ordered the dog should:

· Retrieve quickly and briskly without unduly disturbing too much ground;

· Deliver gently to hand:

· Then await further commands

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Rule in its present format is confusing and hard to comprehend.

Current Rule Number 66
Rule Detail

The person handling and hunting a dog may speak, whistle and work it by hand as he may deem proper, but he may be called to order by the Judge for making any unnecessary noise or for any disorderly conduct, and if after being cautioned he persists in such noise or disorderly conduct, the Judge may order the dog to be taken up and it shall then be regarded as disqualified from the stake. An opponent’s dog must not be interfered with or excited.

Proposed Amendment

Delete: “and hunting”  to read:

The person handling a dog may speak, whistle and work it by hand as he may deem proper, but he may be called to order by the Judge for making any unnecessary noise or for any disorderly conduct, and if after being cautioned he persists in such noise or disorderly conduct, the Judge may order the dog to be taken up and it shall then be regarded as disqualified from the stake. An opponent’s dog must not be interfered with or excited.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Hunting does not occur at retrieving trials.

Current Rule Number 7(h)
Rule Detail

Drop or Down or Sit – A well trained dog should stop on command and to shot. A dog may sit, stand or drop in position, but must not move from that position until ordered. 

Proposed Amendment

Drop or Down or Sit – A well trained dog should stop on command. A dog may sit, stand or drop in position, but must not move from that position until ordered.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
The requirement for a dog to stop to shot is a carryover from field trial rules and really is not a requirement for a well trained retriever. It does not add to the function of a well trained retriever to stop to shot.

Current Rule Number 7(i)
Rule Detail

Firing Point – is the point from which the handler will fire a gun and direct the dog to retrieve. 

Proposed Amendment

Firing Point – is the point from which the handler will fire a gun and direct the dog to retrieve. A handler moving outside the firing point to handle his dog may be penalised as defined on the score sheet.

(Add new wording to the score sheet “Not firing from shoulder at game/Moving outside firing point.”                                                                                Up to 5 – included in changes to score sheet)

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Competitors are gaining unfair advantage by moving outside the Firing Point without any clear guidance on how the misdemeanor is to be adjudicated.

Including “Moving outside the firing point with Not firing from the shoulder gives clear guidance to the judge that up to five (5) points can be deducted for the misdemeanor.

Current Rule Number 7(j)
Rule Detail

Game – Definition of  - Quail, Duck, Snipe, Rabbits, Hare, Pigeons and Pheasants.   The game shown above shall include any imported game bird which may be released from time to time and has established itself in the wild.

Proposed Amendment

Delete Snipe from the list of game items. 7(j) to read:

Game – Definition of  - Quail, Duck, Rabbits, Hare, Pigeons and Pheasants.   The game shown above shall include any imported game bird which may be released from time to time and has established itself in the wild. 

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment

Snipe is now a protected species and cannot be hunted and therefore used in trials.

Current Rule Number 71
Rule Detail

During a run when the dog is under the control of a Judge, such judge must not advise a competing handler of the position of his dog.

Proposed Amendment

Change to: While a dog is in competition, the Judge is not permitted to advise the competing handler where the dog is nor where the item of game is in relation to the dog. 

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Unfair advantage if given to handlers if they are advised where their dog is or where the item of game is in relation to the dog.

Current Rule Number 84
Rule Detail

On instruction from the Judge, and only then, shall the handler order his dog to retrieve game. The instruction may be given by the Judge to all handlers prior to the commencement of a retrieve if he so desires, so as to eliminate interference with the dog whilst it is at the Firing Point.

Note: The dog must not be held or forcibly restrained by the handler whilst awaiting for such instruction from the judge.

Proposed Amendment

The Judge may instruct or give prior instruction when the handler is to order his dog to retrieve game. The Judge should eliminate any interference with the dog whilst it is at the Firing Point.

Note: The dog must not be held or forcibly restrained by the handler whilst awaiting for such instruction from the judge.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Provides better definition in the rule on when the dog is to be sent to retrieve.

Current Rule Number 91
Rule Detail

In a Team or Brace Stake, the procedure shall be as detailed above, except that the Judge shall nominate which dog is to retrieve first. In the second run the order of retrieving is to be reversed.

Proposed Amendment

Delete rule altogether.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Team or Brace Stakes are no longer Stakes that are conducted at retrieving trials.

Current Rule Number 93(f)
Rule Detail

Where a gun steward has been elected to fire on behalf of a handler, the gun will be fired when the bird is as near the apex of its flight. Only in the case of a handler being under age or incapacitated will a gun steward be permitted to fire for the handler. Where because of a legal or physical disability a person is restricted from carrying a mock gun, that person shall not be required to carry anything. Responsibilities of gun stewards to fire at game on the behalf of competitors without a gun licence.

Proposed Amendment

Where a gun steward has been elected to fire on behalf of a handler, the gun will be fired when the bird is as near the apex of its flight. Only in the case of a beginners test or novice stake ( and then for a period not exceeding six (6) months from date of  commencing trialing) or a handler being under age or incapacitated will a gun steward be permitted to fire for the handler. Where because of a legal or physical disability a person is restricted from carrying a mock gun, that person shall not be required to carry anything.

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
Enables a wider range of the community to experience and commence competition in retrieving trials without having to go through the time and cost of obtaining a shooting licence .

Current Rule Number Retrieving trial Judges Score sheet
Rule Detail

1.
Deductions include “Breaking to Shot”

2.
Deductions include “Not firing form shoulder at game”

Proposed Amendment

1. 
Change to “Breaking to Shot/Breaking to Hide             up to 10”

2. 
Change to “Not firing from shoulder at game/Moving outside firing point      to 5”

Rationale For The Proposed Amendment
1. Within the definitions Breaking to Hide is defined. There is no corresponding place on the score sheet for deductions for breaking to hide. In many instances where a dog is tested for steadiness in a hide it is not tested for steadiness to shot. There is little point in testing for steadiness from a hide where there is no obvious place to score this demerit.

2. Moving outside the firing point gives a handler and a dog an obvious advantage over other competitors where this occurs. At the moment there is no obvious place in the score sheet to penalise for this infringement. The area of the score sheet where indiscretion of the handler is penalised is “Not firing from the shoulder”. “Moving outside the firing point is a similar infringement on the behalf of the handler and could be included in the section of the score sheet relating to “Not firing from the shoulder” for purposes of scoring.

