2003

RETRIEVING TRIAL SEASON 

APRIL 13TH….The.Novice and Restricted held by the Retrieving Club of W.A. at Connors, Upper Swan, with judge Peter Reekie, proved a challenge for both judge and competitor, after several days of very heavy rainfall had created a swollen Swan River making originally set runs impossible to follow up with.  Peter had his job cut out finding new runs without the risk of losing a dog to being swept downstream.  Novice had twelve dogs entered, all fronting up for the first mark, which was short, and had handler and dog behind a small hillock. Topscorer with 53 pnts was the Brittany, Indi and Eli Johnson, followed by Guinness (Lab) & Maggie Hankinson and Jackson (GSP) owned by Dave Boswell.  The second mark saw the Golden Fagan & Paddy Brendish, topsore with 52 pnts, followed by Golden, Reuben with Cheryl Hargreaves.  The final land mark had a high scoring run by Deedee, Eddie Frandsen’s Labrador, and Guinness, both with 53 points, just ahead of Fagan.  Only two of the field of twelve didn’t get through all the runs.

First place was awarded to Golden Retriever Dog, Fagan (Wendarra Baileys Dream) owned by Paddy Brendish with 148 points.  Second place went to Labrador Dog, Guinness (Altiquin Stern), and Maggie Hankinson on 147 pnts, and third place to Eddie Frandsen’s Labrador Bitch, Deedee (Avokah Dawn Patrol) with 139 pnts.

The Restricted had a field of ten dogs.  The first run, a single walkup mark had several very good results.  All the dogs completed this run with topscore being given to Guinness, a Labrador dog owned by Maggie Hankinson, with 50 pnts, from Kato, Toni Blackman’s Golden Retriever with 48 points.  The second run, a double rise, was not as easy as it originally looked, and several dogs were put out of the trial here.  Topscoring dog was Paddy Brendish’s Golden dog, Fagan with 47 pnts, from Kerry Webster’s Labrador Dog, Swaggy on 44 pnts.  The last run of the day was set across the river.  A blind across and upstream, and a mark about 45 degrees left and also across the river.  All the dogs faced the river for both retrieves, which was very commendable, considering the very fast current, but only one dog successfully retrieved both birds.  The judge stated during presentations that he felt the Restricted standard had not been attained, so he had decided not to award a placing for this trial.

EASTER ALL AGE TRIALS

The Retrieving Clubs first All Age stake with Ray Johnson judging, was held on April 19th, at our traditional site at Arthur River.  We were hoping for cooler weather this year and the cloud cover hung around for most of the day, easing temperatures slightly.

Ten dogs were entered for the four run trial, with the first run, a double mark, offset,  with the firing point on the riverbank.  Though the marks appeared to be short, they were tricky; the dogs working completely out of sight for the most part.  Only one dog went out here, with Manfred Meerkotter’s Labrador dog, Hunter (Blackboy Gunshot) topscoring with 50 points, just ahead of Heather Ellis’ Golden bitch, Gypsy (Ellishea Asks Gypsy) on 49 points.  The second run, a mark and blind, both across the river, required an acute diagonal swim by the dogs for the blind, and a slightly diagonal swim for the mark.  Hercules (Meinung Edward), Paddy Brendish’s Golden dog had a good score of 47 points to topscore.  The next closest was Hunter with 44 points.  Two dogs failed to complete the retrieve.   Onto the third run, a triple mark.  These were almost in a fan with about 150 degrees between the three.  Very good retrieves were seen here with Tom Morris and his Labrador dog, Danny (Cinderset The Navigator), topscoring with 51 points,  Golden dog,(Monterey Field Twist) Twist, and Alan Bartram one point behind on 50, and Swanny (Firefield Swanny), Kerry Websters new Labrador dog, one less on 49.

The final run for the trial was a double blind.  Ray set this run in an open paddock with just a few scattered trees.  A bird had been placed at the foot of a metal stake in the middle of the open paddock, probably at maximum distance and very hard to see from the firing point, and a rabbit was placed on a large fallen tree approx. 30 degrees right of the first line, and a little closer in.  This run was the downfall for three of the remaining competitors, with them bowing out, however, four managed to complete the two pickups.  Tom and Danny again topscored after a very nice run, with 50 points.   Happily the trial finished very early in the afternoon giving triallers plenty of time for brushups on training or relaxing.  At the presentations,  Cinderset the Navigator (Danny) owned by Tom & Marj Morris, was announced the winner, with a score of 175 points.  This gives him his RT Ch. Title.  A hearty congratulations Tom and Danny.  Just two points behind on 173 points and second place, was the Golden, Hercules (Meinung Edward) and Paddy Brendish.  And just three points behind him on 170 points, in third place, was Swanny (Firefield Swanny) owned by Kerry Webster.  Many thanks go to the workers who traveled down just to work in the trial. (Cheryl Hargreaves, Barry Tyson, Dave Boswell, Donna Blackman and Peter Reekie).

THE MARIE EWEN ALL AGE STAKE held on the Sunday, had Allan Bartram judging.  Again, ten dogs were entered for the four run trial, and a much hotter day was in store for us, increasing stress levels for both dogs and handlers.  Run one was a walkup mark and blind, with an offset control point.  Tom Morris and Labrador, Danny did an excellent run here, topscoring with 45 points, only 1 point ahead of Golden bitch, Tosca, (Mhadaidh Hot Cinnamon) and Kerry Webster and Golden, Gypsy and Heather Ellis.   Going onto the second run for a double mark and two bird, nine dogs faced up for a pretty challenging retrieve.  The marks were extremely close in line, one short and in pickup view, the other long and completely out of sight and the two bird pickup not visible from the firing point.  Again some very good runs here with topscore going to Tosca, followed by Gypsy, then Ray Johnsons GSP, Kayla.   After a break for lunch, we went on to the third run.  Our kind judge had turned into the black mud/smelly water fiend with this one, and the dogs had three retrieves through the foul stuff.   This was a doublerise and mark, wounded game, all across water and mud.  Goldens turned into black and golds on this run, and only two dogs failed in their attempts to finish the retrieve.  Topscoring dog was the Vizsla, Brit  owned by Judy Pannett, who was ecstatic at completing the run, followed by Hercules and Danny, both on 44 pnts.  The final run for the day, a double blind and mark, was again set near the river amongst the mud, and countless fallen timber.  Both blinds were across the water up fairly steep banks, and about 25 metres apart. Handlers, after placing the dog in a hide,  wound their way through trees to the sandbank, fired at the long blind (bird), then walked left under a tree arch and fired at the short blind (rabbit), then called up the dog.  Then as they stepped forward a mark just metres to the left and behind bushes, was thrown very high and away to the left.  The pickup order was blinds, long, then short, then the mark, and all approaches had masses of fallen timber for the dogs to negotiate.  Only one dog failed to finish this run, with topscore again going to Tosca, followed by Amber,(Westrova SS Thistledon) a Golden retriever owned by Heather Ellis, then Hercules.  The rabbits by this time of day, were pretty ripe and bloated, many dogs not relishing holding them in their mouths, but, even so, they did as they were trained to do.  Six dogs out of the original ten, finished the trial, with presentations of awards late in the day, with Marie Ewen herself, there to present the trophy.

First place was awarded to Hercules (Meinung Edward), a Golden Retriever dog owned by Paddy Brendish with 154 points.  In second place on 151 points, was Kerry Webster’s Golden Retriever bitch, Tosca, (Mhadaidh Hot Cinnamon), and in third place on 130 points was Labrador Retriever dog, Swanny (Firefield Swanny) owned by Kerry Webster.  A double check on the scores was requested two days later and it was discovered that a mistake had been made in the additions, and in fact : 

Tosca (Mhadaidh Hot Cinnamon) and Kerry Webster had won the trial with a score of 161 points, and Hercules (Meinung Edward) and Paddy Brendish on 154 points placed second.  Third place remained the same.  Many thanks to the workers for this trial as well for coming down just to go out in the field. They are, Ric and Linda Foster, Glen and Michael McClure, and Peg Malcolm.

A.N.R.T.C. ANZAC DAY TRIAL
Another traditional trial for West Aussies, this time incorporating a Novice, Restricted and All Age trial, all on the one day.  Everyone works at these trials, to ensure a smooth running day.  Judges for the day were Ray Johnson, Glenice McClure and Allan Bartram for Novice and Restricted, and Ray and Glenice for All Age.

NOVICE:  Disappointingly, only five dogs were entered, with four finishing the trial. Two of the Novice runs required swimming across the river by the dogs, and on the first run, the shots disturbed feral pigeons roosting under the bridge, causing a distraction for several dogs.  Equal topscoring Runs one and three, were Guinness (Altiquin Stern) Maggie Hankinson’s Black Lab., and Molly (Warrander Mitchs Memory), a Yellow Lab. Owned by Peg Malcolm.  Run two was topscored by Guinness, as well.

Placings were as follows:  1st and their N.R.D.  Altiquin Stern (Imp Ire) Maggie Hankinson with 146 points.  Congratulations Maggie.  2nd place went to Warrander Mitchs Memory and Peg Malcolm, with 144 points, and 3rd place to Burberry Black Myste (Katie) and Maggie McLoughlin with 124 points.

The Restricted trial had eight dogs entered, with Run one being a mark diagonally across the river, and a blind.  Only two dogs completed the run, with topscore going to Hunter (Blackboy Gunshot) owned by Manfred Meerkotter, ahead of Molly, (Peg Malcolm).  All dogs were permitted to attempt the second run, a doublerise, which Chilli, Lee Goldings Black Lab. Topscored.  The third run a double mark across water, saw Hunter again topscoring, after Molly broke before the 2nd mark, and at the presentations with a winning score of 138 points, Hunter and Manfred were awarded 1st place, with Molly and Peg in second place with 77 points.

ALL AGE had eleven dogs entered and the weather becoming very warm for the start, which was close to midday.  Run one, a double mark through very dense 3 – 4 foot growth, became a real test of stamina for the dogs. Hercules and Paddy Brendish topscored with 36 points.  Only four dogs completed this run successfully, and progressed onto Run two, a double blind, then Run three, a mark,doublefall.  Hercules again topscored Run 2 with 38 pnts, and Run 3 with 51 points, just ahead of Swanny and Kerry Webster on 50 points.  The fourth run, a double mark with a doublerise on the second mark, and all across the river, proved to be the failing point for Hercules, Gypsy and Swanny, leaving only one finisher and subsequent winner of the trial.  This was the Black Labrador, Danny (Cinderset the Navigator) owned by Tom Morris, finishing with a score of 140 points.

RETRIEVING CLUB – NOVICE & RESTRICTED May 4th
Mike McClure was judge for this event held this time, at the Lord Street site.  Novice had twelve dogs entered, mostly Labradors, and we saw some of the “old” handlers with young dogs fronting up, as well as several of the newer handlers.  The judge commented that steadiness at the firing point appeared to be a recurring problem, as was handovers of birds, and this needs to be addressed by handlers.  Other than that, the work of the dogs was very pleasing.   Peg Malcolm’s young Lab. Bitch Molly (Warrander Mitch’s Memory) topscored the first run with 51 points, ahead of TJ, Gary Papamarkos’ Golden Ret. Dog on 48 points.  On run two, Maggie McLoughlin’s Lab. Bitch, Katie, (Burberry Black Myste) had an excellent score of 52 points, with Peg’s Molly on 49 points, and in run three, the very keen GSP Bitch, Sabra, (Brulana Satans Diamond) owned by Lisa Poprczecny, outscored everyone with 53 points, with Eddie Frandsen and his Lab. Bitch Deedee (Avokah Dawn Patrol), not far behind on 50 points.

The placings were as follows:

1st place:  Warrander Mitch’s Memory (Lab.B.) Peg Malcolm  (148 points)
2ndplace:  Avokah Dawn Patrol (Lab.B.) Eddie Frandsen  (140 points)

3rd place:  Burberry Black Myste (Lab.B.) Maggie McLoughlin  (139 points)

Restricted had fourteen dogs entered, and Mike’s first run of a mark and two bird, managed to eliminate three dogs from the competition.   The humidity and heat was becoming extremely uncomfortable for handlers, dogs, and spectators, so the shade and cooler setting of the water run, up next, was welcome relief.  Run two was a single walkup mark which only one dog failed on, and the final run a blind, doublerise, became the deciding factor in finishers for the trial, with the first four dogs being called in.  Scores received by dogs over the day were quite high, knowing Mike judges fairly hard, with Manfred Meerkotter’s Labrador dog, Hunter, topscoring run one with 52 points, ahead of Molly a Labrador bitch owned by Peg Malcolm with 49 points, and Toni Blackman’s Golden dog, Kato, on 48 points.

Run two had an almost perfect score of 54 points given to Guinness, a black Labrador dog owned by Maggie Hankinson, and run three saw Lee Golding and his Labrador bitch, Chilli (Courtsum Glen Stalker) topscoring with 43 points.  But, at the end of the day, only five dogs finished and the winner was announced as:

1st Place:  Altiquin Stern (Imp Ire) (Lab. Dog)  Maggie Hankinson  (142 points)

2nd Place:  Avokah Dawn Patrol (Lab. Bitch)  Eddie Frandsen  (135 points)

3rd Place:  Warrander Mitch’s Memory (Lab. Bitch)  Peg Malcolm  (130 points)
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