2003 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP RETRIEVING TRIAL REPORT

After a two week break from trials, I believe all the All Age handlers and dogs were raring to go, for the State Championship trial.  This year the committee had selected  Baillee Farm in Northam as the site.  This area of land is not used for any purpose other than our retrieving trials, and is a very challenging piece of terrain bordered by the Avon river.  This year, after an excellent rainfall, the growth was thick and high, around 4 foot in places, making it extremely difficult for dogs and people alike, to negotiate.  The judge, Ray Johnson, jokingly commented at the first run, that he had personally rolled himself down the hill to flatten some of the grass in the control area, ready for the walkup.  What a walkup this was !  A double, with a very short and low quail being thrown from the left towards the firing point flags, landing around 20 feet away from them.  The handler was walking down the hill when this bird was released and was actually higher than the bird, so no skyline for this throw.  The second walkup mark, was directly ahead, across two bodies of water, landing amongst grass or river weed, and this was the first pickup.  The majority of dogs needed commands on at least one of the retrieves, and unfortunately, four of the dogs were eliminated on their first run for the day.  It is so disappointing to go out on your first run, some dogs, without even picking up a bird.  The only consolation is, that it happens to everyone at some stage.

Heather Ellis’s Golden retriever, Gypsy had the best score here, just ahead of Labrador Retriever, Danny and Allan Bartram’s, Golden Retriever,Twist, with several other dogs right on their heels.

The second run, with eight dogs still in contention, turned out to be quite difficult for several dogs.  A mark, doublerise and a two bird on the first pickup, with a quail as the doublerise, and again dense, long grass obscuring the dog from view for most of the retrieve, created problems, with two dogs not finding the doublerise, and another switching game.  Of the dogs to finish, Tom Morris’s Labrador retriever, Danny, did the best job, closely followed by Kerry Webster’s Golden Retriever, Tosca and Twist.  At this stage, the five dogs left in the competition were all R.T. Ch. Titled, and the last run, a doublefall, with both birds thrown into the river and very, very close together, plus with the dog out of sight of the handler when the doublefall was released, made the task of completing this run, a difficult one.   There were many commands on this run, except for when Twist was up, and surprisingly, Allan barely uttered a word, and Twist did an excellent job of picking up the correct birds.  He ultimately topscored this run, well ahead of Otter, a Labrador Retriever run by Tom Morris, and with one dog not making it through the test.

This ended the first day of the Championship.  Disappointingly, eight of the started dogs had been eliminated.  A fact, that I am sure, the judge Ray Johnson, was unhappy about.  Leading at end of day one was the Golden Retriever, Twist (R.T.Ch Monterey Field Twist), with handler Allan Bartram, with 139 points, ahead of Tom Morris and Labrador Retriever, Danny (R.T.Ch Cinderset The Navigator) on 125 points, then Paddy Brendish and his Golden Retriever McGinty (R.T.Ch Dancingate Templa Troyca) on 121 points, and finally, Tom’s Labrador Retriever Otter, (R.T.Ch Warrigal Xmas Spirit) on 119 points.

The second day dawned promising very windy and wet weather, and so we quickly got underway with the fourth run.  This consisted of a blind (rabbit), a wounded game (rabbit), and a mark (pigeon).  First up was Tom and Otter, who did a creditable job of handling this run. The pickup order was mark, wounded game then blind, and Otter managed to get the second best score here.  Next up, Tom’s other dog, Danny, who was very distracted by the wounded game, but Tom’s experience pulled them through here, and they completed the run successfully.  Third dog and handler up, were Allan and Twist, and Twist obviously thought Christmas had come with this wounded rabbit, but, to his credit, Allan called him back off it, but, not early enough to see the mark.   It was obvious that Allan sent his dog as for a blind, and Twist started off very well on the line, but then stopped short of the area, veered left, then winded the blind, and it was “goodnight” Twist and Allan.  Bad luck, mate.

The last dog to attempt the run was Paddy Brendish and his “out of retirement” Golden Retriever, McGinty.  They did a lovely display of how to do this run, ending up as the highest scorer.

Onto the fifth run, with only three dogs still in the field.  This time, a double blind and mark.  All were fired at from one firing point, and the first blind, a rabbit, was handled from those flags, then the handler relocated to another set of flags about 12 metres away, and from there, sent the dog for the second blind (a rabbit) and the mark.  Both of Tom Morris’s dogs had difficulties on this run.  Otter, who also had been brought out of retirement for the last trials of the season, became totally confused and Tom withdrew her before she became heat stressed.  Danny, had some difficulty with the second blind, and again with the mark, but managed to finish the run with three pieces of game retrieved.  McGinty did well on all three retrieves and ultimately topscored this run as well.

The final run for the Championships was back on the river.  The firing point was situated high on the bank, with a mark across the river and landing on the sandy riverbank, but obscured slightly by bushes directly in line of the firing point.  A second mark around 40 degrees right, thrown from the firing point side, and landing around mid river, was the first pickup.  Whilst the dog was on its way to retrieve this mark, the handler fired at a blind which was situated beyond the second mark, resting on the sandbank on the opposite side of the river.  The second pickup was the first mark, then lastly the blind.  With only two dogs left in the competition, both handlers received a congratulatory applause from the spectators as they fronted for their turn.  Tom and Danny were first off the block, with Danny needing a few commands for the second mark, and for the blind.  Lastly, Paddy and McGinty, and they completed the trial with only a couple of commands for the second mark and blind.

Luckily, we had managed to finish the trial before the worst of the weather hit, and with the completion of the tally of scores the presentations commenced.  The Committee Chairperson, Glenice McClure thanked all who had contributed to the running of the trial, and then the Trial Manager, Mike McClure announced placegetters.  

First place was awarded to R.T.Ch Dancingate Templa Troyca CM a Golden Retriever Dog owned and handled by Paddy Brendish with a score of 254 points.  Also awarded to them was, Best Veteran and Highest Placed Golden Retriever.  In second place was R.T. Ch. Cinderset The Navigator a Labrador Retriever Dog owned by Tom and Marj Morris and handled by Tom, with a score of 233 points.  They also received the award for Highest Placed Labrador Retriever.  The Best Non Champion of the trial was Heather Ellis’s Golden Retriever Bitch, Gypsy (Ellishea Asks Gypsy) and the Teams Event was won by Tom Morris’s, Danny and Otter and Manfred Meerkotter’s Hunter (Blackboy Gunshot).   The lovely trophies were eagerly received, as was the wonderful produce supplied by Pedigree for all the winners.

This event finalises our retrieving season in Western Australia.  It has been a most successful season with four dogs (3 Goldens and 1 Labrador) achieving their R.T. Champion titles, and several other dogs needing only one more win for their title.  Promising signs for exciting trialing for 2004.
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