PROPOSAL

To introduce a Retrieving title to recognise competency at the All-Age level of Retrieving in line with the existing NRD and RRD titles. Suggested name for title to be ‘ARD’ i.e. All-Age Retriever Dog but also possibly AARD 

BACKGROUND

While the ultimate goal of a minority of handlers may be to win a State or even a National Retrieving Trial, the overall future success and survival of the sport of Retrieving actually relies on attracting (and retaining) as many new handlers as possible to take up Retrieving as a regular past-time.  Retrieving cannot hope to flourish or even survive in the future without continued infusion of new participants. These are unlikely to be hunters and sporting shooters, they will largely be gundogs owners drawn from the general population by an interest in joining with their dog in doing what it was bred to do-retrieve.

Not so long ago, the only title available in our sport was that of Retrieving Trial Champion- which to someone starting out in this field was rather like starting obedience training and being expected to aim straight for UD. Even then, UD relies on qualifying in trials, not on winning them. Not surprisingly, for instance during the 1980s, few new handlers frrom the general gundog-owning community considered Retrieving worthwhile even trying, let alone persisting with. The relatively recent introduction, campaigned for by the GSP club of WA, of the NRD (following three Novice grade wins) and RRD (following three Restricted grade wins) has done a lot to change this situation. Now, owners of gundogs have reasonable goals to aim for when starting out with an untrained dog. In Western Australia we now have healthy numbers of a wide range of gundog breeds attending retrieving classes and competing in Novice trials. Restricted classes too have benefited with many new handlers venturing on to train and trial at the higher level. With  All-Age, however, a real problem still exists, in that no equivalent goal is offered and the proportion of new handlers at this level is neither large nor increasing.

ARD PROPOSAL

Introduction of the ARD Title.

It is proposed that the Title of “ARD” be introduced to recognises a dog’s achievement at the top level of competition- All Age stakes. This title would be based on the successful completion of a significant number of trials, thus ensuring competency in all the different ‘runs’ faced in All-Age. With the suggested schedule, the ARD title would not be lightly awarded and would usually take longer than one trialling season to earn. 

Trial qualifications:

The title of ARD to be awarded to a dog upon qualification in a total of 10 All Age or Championship stakes. 

Logistically, as with NRD and RRD, it would be the responsibility of the handler/owner to lodge proof of the 10 trial qualifications with the state Canine Association for verification. A standardised tally card could be  signed by the judge, chief steward or club secretary at the end of each trial, with the completed card being sufficient official documentation for award of the title, thus minimising paperwork for club officials.

JUSTIFICATION

At present the NRD and RRD titles are earned when three trials have been won at the respective levels. In each case, the winning, experienced dogs move on once they gain their title, allowing the less experienced dogs (and handlers) to win in turn. This is not the case in All-Age, however, where winning handler/dog combinations can dominate for years. This can make it extremely difficult for other competent but possibly less experienced, less polished or even less showy competitors to gain actual trial wins -particularly when there happen to be several consistent RTCh dogs competing at the one time. As the number of dominant dogs in All-Age may vary radically over the years, the challenge facing an incoming dog will also vary- from relatively easy to almost impossible! In fact it is sometimes luck rather than an exceptional or even improved performance which can result in a non-champion gaining those elusive points-something as unrelated to performance as top dogs being away to compete interstate or illness/ injury to a dominant dog or handler (etc.)

The aim of the ARD is to provide a more level playing field at All-Age level and more incentive to prospective participants, without detracting from the RTCh title. The premise is that no dog will qualify in a trial at this level unless it deserves to (that is up to the judges). The end of an All-Age trial would feature, in addition to the winner and place-getters, satisfaction for all handlers whose dogs have qualified and have moved a step closer to their ARD. 
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