REPORT ON JUGIONG AS A POSSIBLE TRIAL SITE FOR 2005 STATE & NATIONAL RETRIEVING CHAMPIONSHIPS
In evaluating this site for the conduct of the 2005 NSW and National Retrieving Championships, the following criteria have been considered:

1. Suitable to provide the scope of terrain necessary to stage multiple and various championship runs, including suitable provision of holding hides for dogs and adequate gallery areas for spectators and visitors.

2. Adequate vehicular access and parking.

3. Be agreeable in the above to the judges.

4. Have available within reasonable distance of trial site a range of accommodation facilities and other services.
5. Have available accessible training and exercise areas for competitors.

6. Have available suitable venues for draw dinners and presentations.

7. Have available suitable administration and storage facilities.

8. Landholders who are accommodating to the strain that the trials may temporarily place on their property.
9. Support from the local community.

.................................

1. Suitable to provide the scope of terrain necessary to stage multiple and various championship runs, including suitable provision of holding hides for dogs and adequate gallery areas for spectators and visitors.
The trial site is a large sheep, cattle and race-horse estate of 10 500 acres.  Suitable hills, valleys, gullies, creeks and dams with a wide variety of terrain and cover would be accessible.  The property also has 15 km of river frontage along the Murrumbidgee River.  At the time of inspecting this property, the river was in full flow as authorities had just released a large volume of water from the Burrinjuck Dam.  Despite the large flow of water, there were several good areas of backwater that would be excellent for water tests.  If the river was down at the time of the trials, the scope for tests along the river would be almost unlimited.  It should be possible to ascertain the intentions of the Burrinjuck Dam Authority in the weeks prior to the event.
2. Adequate vehicular access and parking.
Good all-weather roads lead to and through the property.  2-wheel drive vehicles could be driven to within close proximity of several areas that would be suitable for tests and parking would be adequate.  Provision of suitable catering and toilet facilities within close proximity of these test areas could be planned and arranged.

3. Be agreeable in the above to the judges.

At the time of writing this report, judges have not been appointed and contracted.  We can only report that we would not anticipate difficulties in this regard.

4. Have available within reasonable distance of trial site a range of accommodation facilities and other services.

Jugiong is a small town with a population of 150 people.   A very large reserve, (more than adequate for our needs), alongside the river and suitable for camping is available.  A clean and well-appointed toilet facility is always available as well as some neat and well-maintained picnic facilities with tables and barbecues.  This area, when combined with other facilities that are available for hire by community groups, would make an excellent camp and administration site for our purposes. (See No.7 below)
The other accommodation in Jugiong is a motel situated almost opposite the reserve and which caters for groups.  The motel has a liquor licence and dining room and would be excellent for triallers requiring accommodation other than camping.  It has 16 twin rooms, (1 double and 1 single bed), as well as another two rooms that have 3 single beds. 
The town of Gundagai is 40 km away and has a full range of accommodation and services as has Cootamundra (45 km away) and Yass (57 km away).  Coolac (20 km away) has a hotel and motel but we were advised that booking accommodation there is contingent on major roadworks being brought forward to around that time.

Jugiong itself also has a General Store, 2 Service Stations and a Pub.  Neighbourhood towns have laundrettes, Vets., etc.

There are possibly other places offering accommodation such as B&Bs in the Jugiong area but this would require further research.

5. Have available accessible training and exercise areas for competitors.
The reserve is large enough to enable triallers to exercise their dogs and do some light training – (the use of firearms in this area would be inappropriate).  Another large reserve area which is also on river frontage and within 2 km of camp-site could also be used as an exercise and light training area.  A property with a creek and different terrain and where blank ammunition would be permitted can also be made available to triallers.
6. Have available suitable venues for draw dinners and presentations.

Two well-appointed halls have been built on the reserve and are available for hire.  The larger of these halls would be very suitable for dinner and draw-night functions while the smaller would perhaps be adequate for presentation ceremonies.  The halls and other facilities are managed by the Jugiong Park Trust and it would be wise to book any facilities without delay.  Catering of functions can also be arranged through the Jugiong Park Trust.
7. Have available suitable administration and storage facilities.
· A transportable building with 3 divisions can be hired and used as an administration and/or canteen facility.  This building would also cater for storage of computers and all other office-type equipment and material.
· A lockable storage shed is also available for storing other bulkier equipment e.g., throwers.
· A cool-room on the back of a truck is also available for hire and can be located in any position suitable to our needs.  This would be useful for storage of game and for catering needs.

· A shower block which is part of the swimming pool complex can be made available by arrangement with the Park Trust and is conveniently located in the Reserve.

· A large gas BBQ suitable for catering at functions can also be hired from the Park Trust. 
8. Landholders who are accommodating to the strain that the trials may temporarily place on their property.

The owners of the property, Sandy and Cathy Tait, are wealthy and prominent people in society and in the horse-racing industry and it was with a degree of nervous anxiety that we approached them with our request to use their property for the Championships.  We are happy to report that we were accepted with great graciousness and invited to return the next day when we would be shown over the property.  When we returned again the next day, this time along with John Palmer and Pauline Little, Sandy arranged for us to be driven in his own Landcruiser by one of his staff and shown the whole property over the course of the day.
At this point, we can only hope and assume that the kindness and friendliness shown will continue to be extended towards us as this is a magnificent property and would be ideal for our purposes.  Locals have assured us that the Taits are obliging and community-minded people and we certainly found them to be so.

9. Support from the local community.

The Jugiong Park Trust is a volunteer community group that manage the Jugiong reserve on behalf of the Harden Shire Council.  They are very keen to promote Jugiong and want people to come and stay at Jugiong.  We have had discussions with the Secretary/Treasurer, Barry Coggan and his wife, Joy as well as with the caretaker, Robert Smith.  Brett Potts is the owner of the Jugiong Motor Inn and all of these people were very welcoming, interested and keen to assist us in any way they were able.  They were extremely generous with their local knowledge and their time in assisting us with our enquiries.

We have no doubt that the local community will welcome us enthusiastically if we choose to stay at Jugiong.






Joe and Mary Law. 
Some Distances:

Sydney         to
Jugiong         345km

Canberra
   to
Jugiong         122km

Melbourne
   to      Jugiong         532km
